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THE GREAT FIFTY DAYS OF EASTER B YEAR A 
 

ST. BEDE=S BIBLE & BREAKFAST 
Biblical Readings for a Season 

 
 
All readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 
 
Readings are provided for all readings which may fall on a Sunday in a given year.   

 

The following Feasts of Our Lord Jesus Christ are included as they take precedence on a Sunday: 

$ The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Christmas Day (December 25) 

$ The Feast of the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ (January 1)  

$ Feast of the Epiphany, or the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles (January 6) 

$ Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple (February 2) 

$ Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ (August 6) 

$ All Saints= Sunday (the Sunday following November 1) 

 

The Collects provided for Advent/Christmas, Lent, and the Great Fifty Days of Easter are taken from the 

Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

 

The Collects provided for Ordinary Time (the Season after the Epiphany and the Season after Pentecost) 

are taken from ARevised Common Lectionary Prayers, Proposed by the Consultation on Common Texts, 

Fortress Press, 2002. 

 

The booklet is keyed to AA Lector=s Guide & Commentary to the Revised Common Lectionary@ (LG) by 

J. Ted Blakley and AKeeping Holy Time@ (KHT) by Douglas Wingeier 

 

The First Readings in the Season after Pentecost use the semi-continuous readings from the Old 

Testament. 



 

 

2 

 

 

Studying the Lessons for Easter Day     (LG 191/KHT 152) 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the 

gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be 

raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen.   

 

Acts 10.34-43 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: AI truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he 

sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus ChristChe is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 

who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  

39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people 

but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead.  

42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge 

of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.@ 
 

Psalm 118.14-17, 22-23 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 

and he has become my salvation. 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 

in the tents of the righteous:        

16 AThe right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 

the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!@ 
17 I shall not die, but live, * 

and declare the works of the Lord.     

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 

has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord's doing, * 

and it is marvelous in our eyes.     

 

 

Colossians 3.1-4 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3 for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your[a] life is revealed, then you 

also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 

Footnotes: 

a. Colossians 3:4 Other authorities read our 

 

Matthew 28.1-10 
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1 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 

to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 

heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel 

said to the women, ADo not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 

not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he[a] lay.  

7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, >He has been raised from the dead,[b] and indeed he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.= This is my message for you.@ 8 So they left the tomb 

quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 

AGreetings!@ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to 

them, ADo not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.@ 
Footnotes: a. Matthew 28:6 Other ancient authorities read the Lord; b. Matthew 28:7 Other ancient 

authorities lack from the dead  
 

Studying the Lessons for Easter 2     (LG 204/KHT 158) 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 

reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth 

in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.    Amen.   

 

Acts 2.14a, 22-32 (Workbook p. 204) 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,  

AMen of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 

15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o=clock in the morning. 16 No, 

this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 

17 >In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 

19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord=s great and glorious day. 

21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.= 
22 AYou that are Israelites,[a] listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,[b] a man attested to you 

by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 

yourselves knowC 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having 

freed him from death,[c] because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says 

concerning him, 

 

>I saw the Lord always before me, 
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    for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

    moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

    or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.= 
29 AFellow Israelites,[d] I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with 

an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David[e] 

spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah,[f] saying, 

>He was not abandoned to Hades, 

      nor did his flesh experience corruption.= 
32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 

Footnotes: 

a. Acts 2:22 Gk Men, Israelites; b. Acts 2:22 Gk the Nazorean; c. Acts 2:24 Gk the pains of death 

d. Acts 2:29 Gk Men, brothers; e. Acts 2:31 Gk he; f. Acts 2:31 Or the Christ 

 

 

Psalm 16 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 

    I have said to the LORD, AYou are my Lord, my good above all other.@ 
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 

    upon those who are noble among the people. 

3 But those who run after other gods * 

    shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 

    nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 

    it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 

    indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 

    my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8 I have set the LORD always before me; * 

    because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 

    my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 

    nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

11 You will show me the path of life; * 

    in your presence there is fullness of joy,  

and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.  

  

1 Peter 1.3-9 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the 
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power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice,[a] 

even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your 

faithCbeing more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fireCmay be found to result in 

praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen[b] him, you 

love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 

and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

Footnotes: 

a. 1 Peter 1:6 Or Rejoice in this 

b. 1 Peter 1:8 Other ancient authorities read known 

John 20.19-31 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, APeace 

be with you.@ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord.  

21 Jesus said to them again, APeace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.@ 22 When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, AReceive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins 

of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.@ 
 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 

25 So the other disciples told him, AWe have seen the Lord.@ But he said to them, AUnless I see the mark 

of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.@ 
 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, APeace be with you.@ 27 Then he said to Thomas, 

APut your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.@ 28 Thomas answered him, AMy Lord and my God!@ 29 Jesus said to him, AHave you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.@ 
 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 

31 But these are written so that you may come to believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah,[c] the Son of 

God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Footnotes: 

a. John 20:24 Gk Didymus; b. John 20:31 Other ancient authorities read may continue to believe; c. 

John 20:31 Or the Christ  
 

Studying the Lessons for Easter 3    (LG 209/KHT 164) 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes 

of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.    Amen.   

 

Acts 2.14a, 36-41 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,  

AMen of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 

15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o=clock in the morning. 16 No, 

this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
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17 >In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 

19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord=s great and glorious day. 

21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.= 
22 AYou that are Israelites,[a] listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,[b] a man attested 

to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as 

you yourselves knowC 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God 

raised him up, having freed him from death,[c] because it was impossible for him to be held in 

its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 

 

>I saw the Lord always before me, 

    for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

    moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

    or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.= 
29 AFellow Israelites,[d] I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 

and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God 

had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 

Foreseeing this, David[e] spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah,[f] saying, 

>He was not abandoned to Hades, 

      nor did his flesh experience corruption.= 
32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at[g] 

the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 

has poured out this that you both see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, 

but he himself says, 

>The Lord said to my Lord, 

ASit at my right hand, 

35     until I make your enemies your footstool.@= 
36 [Therefore]... let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and 

Messiah,[h] this Jesus whom you crucified.@ 
 

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 

ABrothers,[i] what should we do?@ 38 Peter said to them, ARepent, and be baptized every one of you in 
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the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the 

Lord our God calls to him.@ 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, 

ASave yourselves from this corrupt generation.@ 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, 

and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

Footnotes: 

a. Acts 2:22 Gk Men, Israelites; b. Acts 2:22 Gk the Nazorean; c. Acts 2:24 Gk the pains of death 

d. Acts 2:29 Gk Men, brothers; e. Acts 2:31 Gk he; f. Acts 2:31 Or the Christ; g. Acts 2:33 Or by 

h. Acts 2:36 Or Christ; i. Acts 2:37 Gk Men, brothers 

 

Psalm 116.10-17 

10 How shall I repay the Lord * 

for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

and call upon the Name of the Lord.  

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 

in the presence of all his people.  

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * 

is the death of his servants.  

14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 

you have freed me from my bonds.  

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  

and call upon the Name of the Lord.  

16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 

in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the Lord's house, * 

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  Hallelujah!  

 

 

 

 

1 Peter 1.17-23 

17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 

reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 

inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious 

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation 

of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to 

trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on 

God. 

 

22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth[a] so that you have genuine 

mutual love, love one another deeply[b] from the heart.[c] 23 You have been born anew, not of 

perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.[d] 

 

Footnotes: a. 1 Peter 1:22 Other ancient authorities add through the Spirit; b. 1 Peter 1:22 Or 

constantly 

c. 1 Peter 1:22 Other ancient authorities read a pure heart; d. 1 Peter 1:23 Or through the word of the 
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living and enduring God 

 

Luke 24.13-35 

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] 

from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they 

were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept 

from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, AWhat are you discussing with each other while you 

walk along?@ They stood still, looking sad.[b] 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered 

him, AAre you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there 

in these days?@ 19 He asked them, AWhat things?@ They replied, AThe things about Jesus of Nazareth,[c] 

who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests 

and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he 

was the one to redeem Israel.[d] Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 

place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 

23 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 

vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 

found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.@ 25 Then he said to them, AOh, how 

foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not 

necessary that the Messiah[e] should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?@ 27 Then 

beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures. 

 

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 

But they urged him strongly, saying, AStay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 

nearly over.@ So he went in to stay with them.  

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then 

their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each 

other, AWere not our hearts burning within us[f] while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 

opening the scriptures to us?@ 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found 

the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, AThe Lord has risen indeed, 

and he has appeared to Simon!@ 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been 

made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Footnotes: a. Luke 24:13 Gk sixty stadia; other ancient authorities read a hundred sixty stadia 

b. Luke 24:17 Other ancient authorities read walk along, looking sad?@ c. Luke 24:19 Other ancient 

authorities read Jesus the Nazorean; d. Luke 24:21 Or to set Israel free; e. Luke 24:26 Or the Christ; f. 

Luke 24:32 Other ancient authorities lack within us  
 

Studying the Lessons for Easter 4    (LG 213/KHT 170) 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people; Grant that when we hear his voice we 

may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.   

Acts 2.42-47 

42 The believers devoted themselves to the apostles= teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers. 

 

43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All 

who believed were together and had all things in common;  



 

 

9 

45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds[a] to all, as any had need. 46 

Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home[b] and ate their 

food with glad and generous[c] hearts,  

47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 

number those who were being saved. 

Footnotes: a. Acts 2:45 Gk them; b. Acts 2:46 Or from house to house; c. Acts 2:46 Or sincere 

 

Psalm 23 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

    I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

    and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 

    and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 

    for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

    you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

1 Peter 2.19-25 

19 It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure 

when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and 

suffer for it, you have God=s approval.  

21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 

that you should follow in his steps. 

 

22 AHe committed no sin, 

    and no deceit was found in his mouth.@ 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted 

himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross,[a] so that, 

free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds[b] you have been healed. 25 For you 

were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

Footnotes: 

a. 1 Peter 2:24 Or carried up our sins in his body to the tree; b. 1 Peter 2:24 Gk bruise 

 

John 10.1-10 

10.  1  AVery truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 

another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they 

do not know the voice of strangers.@ 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 

understand what he was saying to them. 

 

7 So again Jesus said to them, AVery truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  
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8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. 

Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  
 

 

Studying the Lessons for Easter 5    (LG 216/KHT 176) 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus 

Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads 

to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.   

 

Acts 7.55-60 

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 

at the right hand of God. 56 ALook,@ he said, AI see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 

the right hand of God!@ 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against 

him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats 

at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ALord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.@ 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ALord, do not hold this sin 

against them.@ When he had said this, he died.[a] 

Footnotes: a. Acts 7:60 Gk fell asleep 

Psalm 31.1-5, 15-16 

1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * 

    deliver me in your righteousness. 

2 Incline your ear to me; * 

    make haste to deliver me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,  

for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 

    for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 

    for you are my tower of strength. 

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 

    for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 

    rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

    and in your loving-kindness save me.    

 

1 Peter 2.2-10 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvationC 3 if 

indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God=s sight, and 5 

like living stones, let yourselves be built[a] into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 

 

ASee, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

    a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

and whoever believes in him[b] will not be put to shame.@ 
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7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

 

AThe stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the very head of the corner,@ 
8 and 

AA stone that makes them stumble, 

    and a rock that makes them fall.@ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God=s own people,[c] in order that you 

may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 

10 Once you were not a people, 

    but now you are God=s people; 

once you had not received mercy, 

    but now you have received mercy. 

 

Footnotes: a. 1 Peter 2:5 Or you yourselves are being built; b. 1 Peter 2:6 Or it; c. 1 Peter 2:9 Gk a 

people for his possession 

 

John 14.1-14 

14 Jesus said, ADo not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 

Father=s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I 

am going.@[c]  

5 Thomas said to him, ALord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?@ 6 

Jesus said to him, AI am the way, and the truth, and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know[d] my Father also. 

From now on you do know him and have seen him.@ 
 

8 Philip said to him, ALord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.@ 9 Jesus said to him, AHave I 

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, >Show us the Father=?  

10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 

not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 

greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, 

so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me[e] for anything, I will do it. 

 

Footnotes: a. John 14:1 Or You believe; b. John 14:2 Or If it were not so, I would have told you; for I 

go to prepare a place for you 

c. John 14:4 Other ancient authorities read Where I am going you know, and the way you know; d. John 

14:7 Other ancient authorities read If you had known me, you would have known; e. John 14:14 Other 

ancient authorities lack me  
 

Studying the Lessons for Easter 6    (LG 221/KHT 182) 



 

 

12 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 

into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.    Amen.   

 

Acts 17.22-31 

22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, AAthenians, I see how extremely religious you 

are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 

found among them an altar with the inscription, >To an unknown god.= What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord 

of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands,  

25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals 

life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor[a] he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 

and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so 

that they would search for God[b] and perhaps grope for him and find himCthough indeed he is not far 

from each one of us. 28 For >In him we live and move and have our being=; as even some of your own 

poets have said, 

>For we too are his offspring.= 
29 Since we are God=s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 

image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  

30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere 

to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a 

man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.@ 
Footnotes: a. Acts 17:26 Gk From one; other ancient authorities read From one blood; b. Acts 17:27 

Other ancient authorities read the Lord 

Psalm 66.7-18 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

    make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

    and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 

    you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 

    you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * 

    but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 

    which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; * 

    I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

    and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 

    and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 

    the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 

    he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
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18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

    nor withheld his love from me. 

  

1 Peter 3.13-22 (Workbook p. 223) 

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing 

what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,[a] and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your 

hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you 

an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence.[b] Keep your 

conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 

may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God=s will, than 

to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered[c] for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you[d] to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times 

did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 

few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

youCnot as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for[e] a good conscience, through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 

angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Footnotes: a. 1 Peter 3:14 Gk their fear;b. 1 Peter 3:16 Or respect; c. 1 Peter 3:18 Other ancient 

authorities read died 

d. 1 Peter 3:18 Other ancient authorities read us; e. 1 Peter 3:21 Or a pledge to God from 

 

John 14.15-21 

15 Jesus said, AIf you love me, you will keep[a] my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Advocate,[b] to be with you forever.  

17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 

You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in[c] you. 

 

18 AI will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  

20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  

21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.@ 
Footnotes: John 14:15 Other ancient authorities read me, keep; John 14:16 Or Helper; John 14:17 Or 

among  
 

Studying the Lessons for Easter 7    (LG 228/KHT 194) 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt 

us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.    Amen.   

 

Acts 1.6-14 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ALord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?@ 7 He replied, AIt is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 

by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.@ 9 When he 

had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  
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10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 

by them. 11 They said, AMen of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 

has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.@ 
 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 

day=s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 

staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of[a] James. 14 All these were constantly 

devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well 

as his brothers. 

Footnotes: a. Acts 1:13 Or the brother of 

 

Psalm 68.1-10, 33-36 

 1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 

    let those who hate him flee before him. 

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 

    as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 

    let them also be merry and joyful. 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 

    YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 

    God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 

    but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 

    when you marched through the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,  

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 

    at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 

    you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 

    in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 

    sing praises to the Lord. 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 

    he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 

    his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 

    the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God! 

  

1 Peter 4.12-14, 5.6-11 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ=s sufferings, 

so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory,[a] which is the Spirit of God, is resting on 



 

 

15 

you.[b] 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief maker. 

16 Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God 

because you bear this name. 17 For the time has come for judgment to begin with the 

household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end for those who do not obey the 

gospel of God? 18 And 

 

AIf it is hard for the righteous to be saved,  

what will become of the ungodly and the sinners?@ 
19 Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God=s will entrust themselves to a 

faithful Creator, while continuing to do good. 

 

5. 1 Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who 

shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you 2 to tend the flock of God 

that is in your charge, exercising the oversight,[c] not under compulsion but willingly, as 

God would have you do it[d]Cnot for sordid gain but eagerly. 3 Do not lord it over those in 

your charge, but be examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief shepherd appears, you will 

win the crown of glory that never fades away. 5 In the same way, you who are younger must 

accept the authority of the elders.[e] And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in 

your dealings with one another, for 

 

AGod opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.@ 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 

Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep alert.[f] Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 

steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters[g] in all the world are undergoing the 

same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 

called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 

To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Footnotes: a. 1 Peter 4:14 Other ancient authorities add and of power 

b. 1 Peter 4:14 Other ancient authorities add On their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is 

glorified 

c. 1 Peter 5:2 Other ancient authorities lack exercising the oversight 

d. 1 Peter 5:2 Other ancient authorities lack as God would have you do it 

e. 1 Peter 5:5 Or of those who are older; f. 1 Peter 5:8 Or be vigilant; g. 1 Peter 5:9 Gk your 

brotherhood 

 

 

John 17.1-11 

17.  1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, AFather, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all 

people,[a] to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may 

know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by 

finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 

glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

 

6 AI have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 

you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given 
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me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 

and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their 

behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 

are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I 

am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 

in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 

Footnotes: a. John 17:2 Gk flesh  
 

Studying the Lessons for Pentecost    (LG 241/KHT 200) 

O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your 

Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in 

his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen.   

Acts 2.1-21 

2.  1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  

2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 

on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 

the Spirit gave them ability. 

 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  

6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 

the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, AAre not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 11 Cretans and ArabsCin our own languages we hear them speaking about God=s deeds of 

power.@ 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, AWhat does this mean?@ 13 But 

others sneered and said, AThey are filled with new wine.@ 
 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, AMen of Judea and all who 

live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as 

you suppose, for it is only nine o=clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: 

 

17 >In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 

19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord=s great and glorious day. 

21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.= 
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Psalm 104.25-35, 37b 

 25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 

    in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * 

    creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * 

    which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you * 

    to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 

    you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 

    you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 

    and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 

    may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 

    he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 

    I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; * 

    I will rejoice in the LORD.   

37b.   Hallelujah! 

 

1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 

3b. No one can say AJesus is Lord@ except by the Holy Spirit. 

 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 

7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the 

Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,  

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  

10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to 

another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by 

one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 

are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one bodyCJews or 

Greeks, slaves or freeCand we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

John 20.19-23 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, APeace 

be with you.@ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord.  

21 Jesus said to them again, APeace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.@ 22 When he 
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had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, AReceive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins 

of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.@  
 


