THE EPIPHANY SEASON -YEARB

ST. BEDE’S BIBLE & BREAKFAST
Biblical Readings for a Season

All readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.
Readings are provided for all readings which may fall on a Sunday in a given year.

The following Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ are included as they take precedence on a
Sunday:

. The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Christmas Day (December 25)

. The Feast of the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ (January 1)

. Feast of the Epiphany, or the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles (January 0)
. Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple (February 2)

. Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ (August 6)

. All Saints’ Sunday (the Sunday following November 1)

The Collects provided for Advent/Christmas, Lent, and the Great Fifty Days of Easter ate
taken from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

The Collects provided for Ordinary Time (the Season after the Epiphany and the Season
after Pentecost) are taken from “Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Proposed by the

Consultation on Common Texts, Fortress Press, 2002.

The booklet is keyed to “A Lector’s Guide & Commentary to the Revised Common
Lectionary” (LG) by J. Ted Blakley and “Keeping Holy Time” (KHT) by Douglas Wingeier

The First Readings in the Season after Pentecost use the semi-continuous readings from the
Old Testament.
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Studying the Lessons for the Epiphany ABC (LG 58/KHT 52)

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Isaiah 60.1-6
60 1 Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a]
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Footnotes:
a. Isaiah 60:5 Heb be enlarged

Gradual: Ps. 72.1-7,10-14
1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice.
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
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5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall

be no more.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.

11 All kings shall bow down before him, *
and all the nations do him service.

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
and the oppressed who has no helper.

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

Ephesians 3.1-12
3 1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for/a/ Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles— 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as
I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery/b/ was
not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, 9 and to make everyone see/¢/ what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in/d] God who created all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in
its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence

through faith in him./e/

Footnotes: a. Ephesians 3:1 Or of ;

b. Epbesians 3:5 Gk it;

¢. Ephesians 3:9 Other ancient anthorities read to bring to light
d. Ephesians 3:9 Or by;

e. Epbesians 3:12 Or the faith of bim
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Matthew 2.1-12
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men/a/
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,/b/ and have come to pay him
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah /¢/ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd/d/ my people Israel.”

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men/e/ and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, /// until it stopped
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, g/
they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

Footnotes:

a. Matthew 2:1 Or astrologers; Gk magi
b. Matthew 2:2 Or in the East

¢. Matthew 2:4 Or the Christ

d. Matthew 2:6 Or rule

e. Matthew 2:7 Or astrologers; Gk magi
- Matthew 2:9 Or in the East

g Matthew 2:10 Gk saw the star

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 1 (LG 62/KHT 58)

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,
in glory everlasting. Amen.
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Genesis 1.1-5
1 1 In the beginning when God created/a/ the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God/b/
swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was
light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was

evening and there was morning, the first day.

Footnotes:
a. Genesis 1:1 Or when God began to create or In the beginning God created
b. Genesis 1:2 Or while the spirit of God or while a mighty wind

Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD i1s a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon,;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, “Glory!”
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Acts 19.1-7
19 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard
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that there 1s a Holy Spirit.” 3 Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is,
in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6
When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied— 7 altogether there were about twelve of them.

Mark 1.4-11
4 John the baptizer appeared/a/ in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with /5] water; but he will baptize
you with/¢/ the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved;/d] with you I am well pleased.”

Footnotes:
a. Mark 1:4 Other ancient authorities read Jobn was baptizing
b. Mark 1:8 Or in; ¢. Mark 1:8 Or iny d. Mark 1:11 Or my beloved Son

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 2 (LG 67/KHT 64)

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of
Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

1 Samuel 3.1-10 (11-20)
3 1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the
Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see,

was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord
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called, “Samuel! Samuel!” /a/ and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he
went and lay down. 6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli,
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down
again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not
yet been revealed to him. 8 The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up
and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the
Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

10 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

[11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will
make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli
all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told
him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because
his sons were blaspheming God,/// and he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear
to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or
offering forever.”

15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel,
my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17 Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not
hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me
of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.
Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”

19 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy
prophet of the Lord.]

Footnotes: a. 1 Samnel 3:4 Q Ms Gk See 3.10: MT the Lord called Samuel
b. 1 Samuel 3:13 Another reading is for themselves

Psalm 139.1-5,12-17

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *

and are acquainted with all my ways.
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3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.

4 You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *

it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; *
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; *
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
14 My body was not hidden from you, *
while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book; *
they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them.
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *
how great is the sum of them!
17 1f I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; *
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

1 Corinthians 6.12-20
12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the
stomach and the stomach for food,”/a/ and God will destroy both one and the other.
The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15 Do you not know
that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of
Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two
shall be one flesh.” 17 But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
18 Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the
fornicator sins against the body itself. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a
temple/b/ of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are
not your own? 20 For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your
body.

Footnotes:
a. 1 Corinthians 6:13 The quotation may extend to the word other
b. 1 Corinthians 6:19 Or sanctuary
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John 1.43-51
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses
in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to
him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him,
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to
him, “Very truly, I tell you,/a/ you will see heaven opened and the angels of God

ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
Footnotes: a. John 1:51 Both instances of the Greek word for you in this verse are plural

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 3 (LG 74/KHT 70)

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world
may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Jonah 3.1-5, 10
3 1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set
out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the city,
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe,
covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 Then he had a proclamation made in
Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or
flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8 Human beings
and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall
turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who knows? God
may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.”
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10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did

not do it.
Gradual: Psalm 62.6-14

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; *
truly, my hope 1s in him.
7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, *

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
8 In God is my safety and my honor; *
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
9 Put your trust in him always, O people, *
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.
10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, *
even those of low estate cannot be trusted.
11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, *
all of them together.
12 Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; *
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, *
that power belongs to God.
14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, *
for you repay everyone according to his deeds.

1 Corinthians 7.29-31
29 1 mean, brothers and sisters,/a/ the appointed time has grown short; from now on,
let even those who have wives be as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn
as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31 and those who
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of
this world is passing away.

Footnotes: a. 1 Corinthians 7:29 GE brothers

Mark 1.14-20
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news/a/
of God,/b/ 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near;/¢c/ repent, and believe in the good news.”/d]

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them,
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“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18 And immediately they left their
nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and
followed him.

Footnotes: a. Mark 1:14 Or gospel; b. Mark 1:14 Other ancient anthorities read of the kingdom
¢. Mark 1:15 Oris at hand; d. Mark 1:15 Or gospel

Studying the Lessons for the Feast of the Presentation (Feb. 2)
(LG 67/KHT 64)

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was

this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean
hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Malachi 3.1-4 (see Advent 2C: LG 5/KHT 18)
3 1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness./a/ 4 Then the offering
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in

former years.

Footnotes:
a. Malachi 3:3 Or right offerings to the Lord

Psalm 84

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *

by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *

they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
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whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will the LORD withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.
12 O LORD of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!

Hebrews 2.14-18 (see Christmas 1 A: LG 36/KHT 46)
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the
same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the
fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and
sisters/a/ in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.
18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are
being tested.

Footnotes: a. Hebrews 2:17 Gk brothers

Luke 2.22-40 (see Christmas 1 B: LG 34/KHT 47)
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;/a/ this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
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rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. /5] 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon/¢/
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon/d/ took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant/e/ in peace,
according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31  which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 alight for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
34 Then Simeon/f] blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed
35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your
own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna/g/ the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped
there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began
to praise God and to speak about the child/}/ to all who were looking for the

redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled

with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
Footnotes: a. Luke 2:25 G Symeon; b. Luke 2:26 Or the Lord’s Christ; ¢. Luke 2:27 Gk In the Spirit, be; d. Luke 2:28 Gk be
e. Luke 2:29 Gk slave; f. Luke 2:34 Gk Symeon; g. Luke 2:36 G Hanna; b. Luke 2:38 GR him

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 4 (LG 78/KHT 76)

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth:
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Deuteronomy 18.15-20
15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet/a/ like me from among your
own people; you shall heed such a prophet./4/ 16 This is what you requested of the
Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the
voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17
Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18 I will raise up
tfor them a prophet/¢/ like you from among their own people; I will put my words in
the mouth of the prophet,/d] who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19
Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet/e/ shall speak in my name, I
myself will hold accountable. 20 But any prophet who speaks in the name of other
gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the

prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

Footnotes:

a. Denteronomy 18:15 Or prophets

b. Deuteronomy 18:15 Or such prophets

¢. euteronomy 18:18 Or prophets

d. Deuteronomy 18:18 Or mouths of the prophets
e. Deuteronomy 18:19 Heb he

Psalm 111
Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, *
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
2 Great are the deeds of the LORD! *
they are studied by all who delight in them.

[EN

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and his righteousness endures for ever.

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.

5 He gives food to those who fear him; *
he is ever mindful of his covenant.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all his commandments are sure.

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.

9 He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant for ever; *

holy and awesome is his Name.
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understanding; his praise endures for ever.
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1 Corinthians 8.1-13
8 1 Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 Anyone who claims to know
something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3 but anyone who loves God
is known by him.

4 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5 Indeed, even though there may be
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many
lords— 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through
whom we exist.

7 It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 “Food will not bring us close to
God.” Ja] We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take
care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the
weak. 10 For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an
idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of
eating food sacrificed to idols? 11 So by your knowledge those weak believers for
whom Christ died are destroyed./s/ 12 But when you thus sin against members of your
tamily,/¢/ and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.

13 Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling,/d/ I will never eat meat, so that I may

not cause one of them/e/ to fall.
Footnotes:

a. 1 Corinthians 8:8 The quotation may extend to the end of the verse
b. 1 Corinthians 8:11 Gk the weak brother . . . is destroyed

¢. 1 Corinthians 8:12 Gk against the brothers

d. 1 Corinthians 8:13 Gk my brother’s falling

e. 1 Corinthians 8:13 Gk cause my brother

Mark 1.21-28
21 They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue
and taught. 22 They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with
an unclean spirit, 24 and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”
25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And the
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.
27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new
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teaching—with authority! He/z/ commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey

him.” 28 At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of
Galilee.

Footnotes:
a. Mark 1:27 Or A new teaching! With authority he

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 5 (LG 83/KHT 82)

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that
abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

for ever. Amen.

Isaiah 40.21-31
21 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to live in;
23 who brings princes to naught,
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.
24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
25 To whom then will you compare me,
or who is my equal? says the Holy One.
26 Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these?
He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength,
mighty in power,
not one is missing,.
27 Why do you say, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
and my right is disregarded by my God™?
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28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
30 Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted,;
31 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

Psalm 147.1-12, 21c
Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! *
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; *
he gathers the exiles of Israel.
3 He heals the brokenhearted *
and binds up their wounds.
4 He counts the number of the stars *
and calls them all by their names.
5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; *
there is no limit to his wisdom.
6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, *
but casts the wicked to the ground.
7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; *
make music to our God upon the harp.

—_

8 He covers the heavens with clouds *
and prepares rain for the earth;
9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains *

and green plants to serve mankind.
10 He provides food for flocks and herds *
and for the young ravens when they cry.
11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; *
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;
12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, *
in those who await his gracious favor. Hallelujah!
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1 Corinthians 9.16-23
16 If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is
laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospell 17 For if I do this of my
own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a
commission. 18 What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may
make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.

19 For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I
might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To
those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the
law) so that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as
one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law)
so that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, so that I
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means
save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.

Mark 1.29-39
29 As soon as they/a/ left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a
tever, and they told him about her at once. 31 He came and took her by the hand and
lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

32 That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34 And he cured many
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not
permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37
When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38 He
answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message
there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39 And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

Footnotes:
a. Mark 1:29 Other ancient authorities read be
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Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 6 (LG 88/KHT 88)

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers;
and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of
your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and
deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

2 Kings 5.1-14
5 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high
tavor with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man,
though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy./a/ 2 Now the Arameans on one of
their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served
Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who
is in Samarial He would cure him of his leprosy.” /6] 4 So Naaman /¢/ went in and told
his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. 5 And the king of Aram
said, “Go then, and I will send along a letter to the king of Israel.”

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten
sets of garments. 6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this
letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may
cure him of his leprosy.”/d] 7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his
clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to
cure a man of his leprosy?/e/ Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with

2

me.

8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes,
he sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me,
that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses
and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger
to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored
and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman became angry and went away, saying,

“I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of
the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy!/f/

12 Are not Abana/g/ and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage.
13 But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had
commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much
more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and
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immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of
God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.

Footnotes: a. 2 Kings 5:1 A term for several skin diseases; precise meaning uncertain; b. 2 Kings 5:3 A term for several skin diseases;
precise meaning uncertainy ¢. 2 Kings 5:4 Heb be; d. 2 Kings 5:6 A term for several skin diseases; precise meaning uncertain

e. 2 Kings 5:7 A term for several skin diseases; precise meaning uncertainy f. 2 Kings 5:11 A term for several skin diseases; precise
meaning uncertain, g. 2 Kings 5:12 Another reading is Amana

Psalm 30
1 I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up *
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2 O LORD my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.
3 You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; *
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
4 Sing to the LORD, you servants of his; *
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.
5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *
his favor for a lifetime.
6 Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.
7 While I felt secure, I said, I shall never be disturbed. *
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains."
8 Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.
9 I cried to you, O LORD; *
I pleaded with the Lord, saying,
10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
11 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; *
O LORD, be my helper.”
12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.
13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
O LORD my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

1 Corinthians 9.24-27
24 Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the
prize? Run in such a way that you may win it. 25 Athletes exercise self-control in all
things; they do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one. 26 So 1
do not run aimlessly, nor do I box as though beating the air; 27 but I punish my body
and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others I myself should not be disqualitied.
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Mark 1.40-45
40 A leper/a/ came to him begging him, and kneeling/4/ he said to him, “If you
choose, you can make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity,/¢/ Jesus/d/ stretched out his
hand and touched him, and said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!” 42
Immediately the leprosy/e/ left him, and he was made clean. 43 After sternly warning
him he sent him away at once, 44 saying to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone;
but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.” 45 But he went out and began to proclaim it
treely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus/f/ could no longer go into a town openly,

but stayed out in the country; and people came to him from every quarter.

Footnotes: a. Mark 1:40 The terms leper and leprosy can refer to several diseases; b. Mark 1:40 Other ancient authorities lack kneeling
¢. Mark 1:41 Other ancient authorities read anger; d. Mark 1:41 G he;

¢. Mark 1:42 The terms leper and leprosy can refer to several diseases; f. Mark 1:45 Gk he

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 7 (LG 93/KHT 94)

O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing; Send
your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true
bond of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before
you. Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Isaiah 43.18-25

18 Do not remember the former things,

or consider the things of old.
19 I am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.
20 The wild animals will honor me,

the jackals and the ostriches;
tor I give water in the wilderness,

rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
21  the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

22 Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob;
but you have been weary of me, O Israel!

23 You have not brought me your sheep for burnt offerings,
or honored me with your sacrifices.
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I have not burdened you with offerings,
or wearied you with frankincense.

24 You have not bought me sweet cane with money,
or satistied me with the fat of your sacrifices.

But you have burdened me with your sins;
you have wearied me with your iniquities.

251, ITam He
who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,
and I will not remember your sins.

Psalm 41

1 Happy are they who consider the poor and needy! *

the LORD will deliver them in the time of trouble.
2 The LORD preserves them and keeps them alive,
so that they may be happy in the land; *

he does not hand them over to the will of their enemies.
3 The LORD sustains them on their sickbed *

and ministers to them in their illness.
4 I said, “LORD, be merciful to me; *

heal me, for I have sinned against you.”

5 My enemies are saying wicked things about me: *

“When will he die, and his name perish?”
6 Even if they come to see me, they speak empty words; *

their heart collects false rumors; they go outside and spread them.
7 All my enemies whisper together about me *

and devise evil against me.
8 “A deadly thing,” they say, “has fastened on him; *
he has taken to his bed and will never get up again.”
9 Even my best friend, whom I trusted, who broke bread with me, *
has lifted up his heel and turned against me.
10 But you, O LORD, be merciful to me and raise me up, *
and I shall repay them.
11 By this I know you are pleased with me, *
that my enemy does not triumph over me.
12 In my integrity you hold me fast, *
and shall set me before your face for ever.
13 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, *
from age to age. Amen. Amen.
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2 Corinthians 1.18-22
18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been “Yes and No.” 19 For
the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy
and I, was not “Yes and No”; but in him it is always “Yes.” 20 For in him every one
of God’s promises is a “Yes.” For this reason it is through him that we say the
“Amen,” to the glory of God. 21 But it is God who establishes us with you in Christ
and has anointed us, 22 by putting his seal on us and giving us his Spirit in our hearts
as a first installment.

Mark 2.1-12
2 1 When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at
home. 2 So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even
in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. 3 Then some people/a/
came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 And when they
could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him;
and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay.
5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does
this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God aloner”
8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?
9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Stand up
and take your mat and walk’? 10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, stand
up, take your mat and go to your home.” 12 And he stood up, and immediately took
the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified
God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”

Footnotes: a. Mark 2:3 Gk they

Studying the Lessons for Epiphany 8 (LG 99/KHT 100)

Most loving Father, whose will it is for us to give thanks for all things, to fear nothing
but the loss of you, and to cast all our care on you who care for us: Preserve us from
taithless fears and worldly anxieties, that no clouds of this mortal life may hide from
us the light of that love which is immortal, and which you have manifested to us in
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Hosea 2.14-20
14 Therefore, I will now allure her,
and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.
15 From there I will give her her vineyards,
and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.
There she shall respond as in the days of her youth,
as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.

16 On that day, says the Lord, you will call me, “My husband,” and no longer will you
call me, “My Baal.”/a/ 17 For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth,
and they shall be mentioned by name no more. 18 I will make for you/s/ a covenant
on that day with the wild animals, the birds of the air, and the creeping things of the
ground; and I will abolish /¢/ the bow, the sword, and war from the land; and I will
make you lie down in safety. 19 And I will take you for my wife forever; I will take you
for my wife in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy. 20 I will
take you for my wife in faithfulness; and you shall know the Lozrd.

Footnotes:

a. Hosea 2:16 That is, “My master”
b. Hosea 2:18 Heb them

¢. Hosea 2:18 Heb break

Psalm 103.1-13,22
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and forget not all his benefits.

3 He forgives all your sins *
and heals all your infirmities;
4 He redeems your life from the grave *

and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;
5 He satisfies you with good things, *
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.
6 The LORD executes righteousness *
and judgment for all who are oppressed.
7 He made his ways known to Moses *
and his works to the children of Israel.
8 The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
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10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so 1s his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.
13 As a father cares for his children, *
so does the LORD care for those who fear him.
22 Bless the LORD, all you works of his, in all places of his dominion; *
bless the LORD, O my soul.

2 Corinthians 3.1-6
3 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Surely we do not need, as some do,
letters of recommendation to you or from you, do wer 2 You yourselves are our letter,
written on our/a/ hearts, to be known and read by all; 3 and you show that you are a
letter of Christ, prepared by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living
God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are
competent of ourselves to claim anything as coming from us; our competence 1s from
God, 6 who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of letter
but of spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Footnotes: a. 2 Corinthians 3:2 Other ancient authorities read your

Mark 2.13-22
13 Jesus/a/ went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him, and
he taught them. 14 As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at
the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

15 And as he sat at dinner/b/ in Levi’s/¢c/ house, many tax collectors and sinners were
also sitting/d] with Jesus and his disciples—for there were many who followed him.
16 When the scribes of/e/ the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax
collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat/f/ with tax collectors and
sinners?” 17 When Jesus heard this, he said to them, ““Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but
sinners.”

8 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people/g/ came and said to
him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your
disciples do not fast?” 19 Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot fast while
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the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with
them, they cannot fast. 20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away
from them, and then they will fast on that day.

21 “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls
away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new
wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost,
and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” /5/

Footnotes:

a. Mark 2:13 Gk He

b. Mark 2:15 Gk reclined

¢. Mark 2:15 Gk bis

d. Mark 2:15 GF reclining

e. Mark 2:16 Other ancient authorities read and

f- Mark 2:16 Other ancient anthorities add and drink

g Mark 2:18 Gk they

h. Mark 2:22 Other ancient authorities lack but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins

Studying the Lessons for the Last Sun. After the Epiphany (LG 110/KHT 106)

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the
holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance,
may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

2 Kings 2.1-12
2 1 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 The company of
prophets/a/ who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, ‘Yes, I know;
keep silent.’

4 Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. 5 The company of prophets/b/ who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and
said to him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from your’
And he answered, Yes, I know; be silent.’
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6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of
them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets/¢/ also went, and stood at
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one
side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “T'ell me what I may do for you, before
I am taken from you.” Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.’
10 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken
trom you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him,
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Footnotes:
a, b, ¢. 2 Kings 2:3, 2:5, 2:7 Heb sons of the prophets

Psalm 50.1-6
1 The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.

2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory.
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm.
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.
5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *

for God himself is judge.

2 Corinthians 4.3-6
3 Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do
not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves
for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has

shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.
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Mark 9.2-9
2 Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became
dazzling white, such as no one/a/ on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus,
‘Rabbij, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, /5] one for you, one
tor Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.
7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
my Son, the Beloved;/¢/ listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw
no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Footnotes:

a. Mark 9:3 Gk no _fuller

b. Mark 9:5 Or tents

¢. Mark 9:7 Or my beloved Son
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