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SENIOR WARDEN
CHALLENGES PARISH:
SIGN UP!!

Phyllis Morrison,
St. Bede's Senior Warden
has challenged the parish to Sign-up! "The annual
Homecoming Sunday event should be a time when everyone
can learn about possibilities of service inside and outside the
parish.

At its June meeting, she proposed that the September
9th event should be a time when people can learn more about
how they can become actively involved in service at the
church or through the church to help others.

The Vestry has agreed that while the food (organized
by Ina Klem) and fellowship are important -- something more
1s needed. Rather than entertainment, the Vestry will
coordinate tables at which people may learn more about and
become mvolved 1n the various ministries the parish has to
offer.

HOLY NATIVITY/
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approved Ferraro

. fountain,

JUNE
VESTRY
NOTES

+++Fr.
upcoming trip;
+++ Golie

Newman reported on his

reported on  Christian

. education, the Youth service in July,
. and her upcoming surgery;
+++Report on Renovation committee

design recommendations: approved bid

by JR Evans
credence table & 2nd ter of choir
privacy screens),

(opton 1, excluding

sanctuary lamp &
general baptismal font design (need to

decice on running water); tentatively

bids
lighting,

on water

exterior and

! protection for the edges of the altar

platform;
+ Mark

communications

Carl

electronic

reported for
{website,

on

communications possibilities)
++ +Mike,
reported on facilities including work on
the kitchen temperature and possible air

Mark, Jim & Virginia

conditioning for the offices;

+++Phyllis suggested an interest/job
fair on Homecoming Sunday;
+++Karen
Urban Intern support;
+++Pledged income is at 96%

reported on Episcopal

RENOWVATION
UPDATE
Ongoing work:

[. speaker in Luther Rall

2. receiving memorials for
special pieces

3. replace of the sign at corner
of Charnock/ Grandview

4. other external signage;

5. lights by parking (ot
entramces and walkway by west
wall

6. painting the building
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The Overscheduled Child

Watching Oprah the other day, I listened to a child psychologist bemoan the

fact that in many families today there 1s intense pressure to involve children in all
manner of activities. Two brothers, ages 9 and 11, were on the show with their
& parents. The family shared their weekly routine -- weekend sporting events, before
and after school activities including karate, team sports, music lessons, and special
tutoring, followed by homework sessions lasting until 10 or 11 at night. The summer
plans included several weeks at math and science camps. The parents admitted that
keeping the boys "on schedule” had become a full-time job, leaving them little time to
spend with each other. When questioned by the psychologist, the boys said that they were
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game with mom and dad, and a couple weeks off in the summer to sleep in late and visit
with friends.

Clearly the parents were well intentioned in their goal to expose their children to a
wide variety of leaming experiences. Yet while these activities do extend a child's reach,
they sometimes can be isolating, competitive, and invite individual comparisons. During
middle childhood, children are secking to understand themselves and others. They
experience a greater awareness of other people's standards and opinions. They are
passionately concerned with issues of right and wrong as they begin developing their own
moral values. Peer friendships play a vitally important
role in this process as children create a society of their own, defined by their own rules,
norms, behaviors, and even vocabulary. These friendships promote opportunities to learn
to balance the needs of the self with the needs of the group.

Where does St. Bede's fit into this picture? Isn't Sunday School just another class to
add to an already overburden schedule? Our Sunday youth program offers a forum for
guided discussions about issues that concem, confuse, and challenge young people. One
recent lesson about the life of Joseph set us off on a "spirited" conversation about
violence in schools, school bullies, and forgiveness. There are no tests, no grades, no
prizes or awards; just a time to sit and talk and learn from each other about the lessons

that shape our faith.

COith the installation of the speakers in the patic, might we spgest that — and this is especially appopite
to the Service of the Lord (lessons & sermon) for. parents who dhoose to heey their childien in the
Oanctuary eith them - & would be appepriate to wse the patic if the child is having a difficult timne
Ustening to the sevice or is bhawing that effect on others. oo, ylease heeys toys with wheels out of the area
of the chairs due to the concern about linbility showld someone step on them and lose ther footing. TOe will
be alonal - wamilsinanecries CRuiat" £ wle" dovwiifwaided,



